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As ϥ write this report, we are a week into the tenure of a new Tory Prime 

Minister. On his election, Boris Johnson immediately set about installing a 

cabinet of some of the most extreme, right-wing voices in the Conservative 

Party. He also reiterated his pledge to leave the European Union on the 31 

October, whether or not we had secured a deal. This is a Prime Minister who 

doesnɅt care about jobs, rights and environmental protections in Bristol. He 

must be opposed. 

ϥ am, by nature, an optimist, and ϥ believe that Boris Johnson can be beaten. ϥn particular, his record shows him 

to be a politician who squirms under scrutiny. ϥ will use every tool at my disposal as a Labour MP to highlight 

damage his policies will do, and ϥ know we in Bristol West Labour will all unite to campaign for the alternative 

the country so badly needs: a transformative, eϜective and compassionate Labour government. 

As you will see in this report, my job as one of Jeremy CorbynɅs whips puts me on the front line in this ɲght 

against this Tory governmentɁand we have already secured a victory in Parliament which will stop Boris 

Johnson from dragging us out of the EU with no deal by simply sending MPs home. ϥ have also used my 

platform in Parliament to highlight the need for LGBT-inclusive education, to keep up the pressure on the 

government on climate change, and to challenge the governmentɅs inhumane policy of detaining victims of 

modern slavery. 

This Prime Minister can ɀ and will be defeated. And ϥɅm looking forward to 

working with everyone in Bristol West Labour to do just that. 
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¶ нм ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ 

¶ оу ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ 

¶ млмс ŜƳŀƛƭ ǇŜǝǝƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

LABOUR WHϥPS TϥED BORϥS JOHNSONɅS HANDS BEFORE HE EVEN TOOK OFFϥCE 

Prior to his election as Conservative Party Leader, Boris Johnson 

repeatedly refused to rule out suspending ɀ or proroguingɁParliament 

in order to force through a no-deal Brexit. That would have meant that 

Labour MPs would not have been able to do our job of scrutinising and 

opposing the governmentɅs plans.  This would be an aϜront to the 

sovereignty that Brexiteers like Johnson once campaigned to protect! 

Thankfully, thanks to the work of my colleagues and ϥ in the Labour 

WhipsɅ team, we were able to defeat the government in a vote which 

prevents the Prime Minister from simply proroguing Parliament to drag 

us out of the EU on 31 October by default. 

ϥ was proud to have been able to announce the result of this important vote which was the result of a lot of 

hard work from myself and my colleagues in the Labour Whips oʛce. ϥt involved lots of communication with 

our colleagues in the Lords, with our frontbench teams, with MPs who put forward these amendments and ɀ 

crucially ɀ with Tory MPs and ministers who voted against their own governmentɅs instructions.  

The work to stop us crashing out of the EU without a deal goes on. However, by preventing Boris Johnson from 

riding roughshod over MPs, the new Prime Minister cannot escape the thing he despises most: scrutiny. ϥ will 

continue to do everything in my power to support Jeremy Corbyn and Labour MPs to shine a light on our new 

Prime MinisterɅs disastrous and irresponsible plans for our future relationship with the EU. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?memberId=4433&startDate=2019-07-01&endDate=2019-07-29&type=Spoken&outputType=Group&partial=False#debate-collapse-panel-3797364
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?memberId=4433&startDate=2019-07-01&endDate=2019-07-29&type=Spoken&outputType=Group&partial=False#debate-collapse-panel-3797364
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2Clords&use-dates=True&answered-from=2019-07-01&answered-to=2019-07-29&member=4433
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2Clords&use-dates=True&answered-from=2019-07-01&answered-to=2019-07-29&member=4433
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/07/18/breaking-i-announce-vote-to-stop-a-new-pm-suspending-parliament-to-crash-us-out-of-the-eu/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/07/18/breaking-i-announce-vote-to-stop-a-new-pm-suspending-parliament-to-crash-us-out-of-the-eu/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/07/18/breaking-i-announce-vote-to-stop-a-new-pm-suspending-parliament-to-crash-us-out-of-the-eu/


ϥN PARLϥAMENT 

TREATMENT OF VϥCTϥMS OF 

MODERN SLAVERY SHOWS 

ϥNHUMANϥTY OF DETENTϥON 

POLϥCY 

Despite repeated denials, the 

Home Oʛce have been found 

to have kept victims of 

modern slavery in 

immigration detention. This 

highlights just how dysfunctional the Home Oʛce has 

become under this Tory governmentɅs watch. 

ϥ suggested that, data should be gathered so that the 

scale of this problem can be properly understood. ϥf it 

is ever to re-earn the public's trust, the Home Oʛce 

must be honest about its failings and understand the 

scale of the problems that have opened up under this 

Tory government. 

A HUGE STEP FORWARD ϥN THE 

QUEST TO END DOMESTϥC ABUSE 

The government have ɲnally put 

the Domestic Abuse Bill before 

Parliament. This is a landmark 

piece of legislation which will 

ɲnally put a legal deɲnition of 

domestic abuse, including 

economic abuse, into law. 

Working to end domestic abuse has been part of my 

entire professional life. ϥn Parliament ϥɅve brought my 

expertise to share best practice from the domestic 

violence sector with MPs. 

Parliament needs time to scrutinise this bill and make 

sure it gets onto the statute books. 1 in 5 people will 

be a victim of domestic violence in the UK. ϥtɅs vital we 

get this bill right. 

FϥGHTϥNG FOR A GREEN NEW DEAL 

Thanks to the pioneering campaigning by climate change campaigners, and sustained 

calls from Labour MPs for the government to declare a climate emergency, Parliament 

unanimously passed legislation to ensure the UK achieved net-zero carbon emissions 

by 2050. 

This is a start, but we need to do much, much more if we are to prevent the acceleration 

of ecological disaster and human devastation that climate change is already inɳicting 

across the world. We therefore need the government to match this pledge with detail 

about how we are going to achieve it. Having got the legislation through the House of 

Commons, ϥ was pleased that the Labour Party in the Lords tabled a motion trying to make 

the legislation stronger and more concrete. Unfortunately, the government did not back this, 

but we will keep on pushing them for stronger and faster action.  

Bristol West Labour recently agreed to support a motion for a Green New Deal at Labour 

Conference. ϥ and my shadow environment team colleagues were pleased to support the 

parliamentary launch of the campaign, hosted by Ed Miliband. We must take drastic action to 

halt the eϜects of climate change. ϥ highlighted the need to tackle climate change in my 

maiden speech back in 2015, and ϥɅm pleased that Labour is meeting this challenge.  

OTHER CONTRϥBUTϥONS ϥN PARLϥAMENT THϥS 

MONTH 

¶ ϥ called on the government to maintain a separate 

Department for ϥnternational Development. 

¶ ϥ highlighted the importance of a strong diplomatic 

service in the light of Sir Kim DarrochɅs resignation 

as ambassador to the USA. 

¶ ϥ called for the government to introduce a GCSE in 

British Sign Language. 

¶ ϥ secured and agreement from the prisonɅs  

minister to work with me to support HMP Bristol 

after it was put into Urgent Notification status.  

¶  debate on the Female Offender Strategy ϥ called 

for more investment in womenɅs centres. 

ϥRAN TENSϥONS MEAN WE 

MUST ABϥDE BY 

ϥNTERNATϥONAL LAW 

ϥ have a close interest in the 

politics of the Middle East, and ϥ 

am concerned at escalating 

tensions between US, the UK, 

and ϥran. 

ϥ believe that is why it is vital that we are certain that 

we are acting consistently with international law inɁ

for exampleɁthe recent seizure of an ϥranian vessel 

in Gibraltar which was bound for Syria.  

ϥran has shown a willingness to retaliate for these 

kinds of actions. ϥf the UK is to be a trusted broker in 

the region, it is vital that our own actions to uphold 

sanctions are beyond legal reproach. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/home-office-modern-slavery-trafficking-victims-immigration-detention-detained-foi-data-a9007251.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/home-office-modern-slavery-trafficking-victims-immigration-detention-detained-foi-data-a9007251.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/home-office-modern-slavery-trafficking-victims-immigration-detention-detained-foi-data-a9007251.html
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/17/governments-shame-as-modern-slavery-victims-held-in-immigration-detention/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/17/governments-shame-as-modern-slavery-victims-held-in-immigration-detention/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-moment-as-domestic-abuse-bill-introduced-to-parliament
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/16/my-reaction-to-the-domestic-abuse-bill/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/16/my-reaction-to-the-domestic-abuse-bill/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/01/no-rolling-back-on-our-commitment-to-international-development/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/01/no-rolling-back-on-our-commitment-to-international-development/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/11/1170/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/11/1170/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-07-11/debates/9476A58D-4853-4A58-8D0C-79ACE7C2E901/BritishSignLanguageCourses#contribution-A3B02641-91FC-41DF-B16C-B7E4AEAD1AB1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-07-11/debates/9476A58D-4853-4A58-8D0C-79ACE7C2E901/BritishSignLanguageCourses#contribution-A3B02641-91FC-41DF-B16C-B7E4AEAD1AB1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-07-24/debates/639607AB-1585-472B-A3B7-9936243A1BF8/FemaleOffenderStrategyOneYearOn#contribution-B04E662B-0906-49A2-93D7-000DA1CF08E6
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/23/tensions-with-iran-mean-we-must-act-consistently-with-international-law/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/23/tensions-with-iran-mean-we-must-act-consistently-with-international-law/


ϥN BRϥSTOL 

SUPPORTϥNG YOUNG PEOPLEɅS MENTAL HEALTH ϥN 

BRϥSTOL 

ϥ am acutely aware that maintaining good mental health ɀ and 

having accessible and high-quality mental health support ɀ is a 

priority for so many young people in Bristol West. ϥt is vital that 

we invest and support mental health support services that can 

help promote positive mental health and ɀ so often ɀ save 

lives. This is made all the more diʛcult when funding for local 

government and the health service have been cut so savagely by the Tories. 

This month ϥ visited OϜ the Record, a charity that promotes and defends the mental health, rights and status 

of young people in Bristol. We discussed the importance of youth-led spaces where young people can access 

help and support, and ɲnd a sense of community. We also discussed the barriers to getting supportɁ

particularly for those who ɲnd themselves in distress, but are not yet at a crisis point. 

Lots of these problems need political solutions, and ϥ will continue to call on the government to invest in 

services that are sensitive to the diverse needs of those seeking mental health support.  

EQUALϥTY FOR LESBϥAN, GAY, BϥSEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER PEOPLE 

Bristol Pride celebrated its 10th anniversary in spectacular fashion. 

Marching in the parade through the city centre, ϥ couldnɅt help but feel 

emotional at the size of the march, as the city celebrated the huge strides 

weɅve made towards equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 

people.  ϥ particularly pay tribute to lead organiser Daryn Carter, who 

stepped down after 10 years of overseeing this Bristol summer institution. 

ϥ also feel strongly, however, that Pride is a campaigning opportunity as well 

as a celebration. This month, ϥ challenged the government to take 

responsibility for making education about sex and relationships compulsory 

and truly inclusive for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender pupils.  

 

No child should grow up in an education system that excludes or misunderstands their sexuality or their 

identity ɀ as so many children did in the pernicious days of section 28. We will only achieve true equality for 

the LGBT+ community if we instil that principle at every level of the education system. 

BϥSHOPSTON MEDϥCAL 

PRACTϥCE 

Many patients at 

Bishopston Medical 

Practice have contacted 

me after it was 

announced that the 

practice will close on 30 

September. This follows closures of Hotwells Surgery 

in 2017, highlighting the pressure put on GPs 

surgeries by this government. 

 

ϥ deeply regret the practice's closure. ϥ am 

disappointed that this is the conclusion of a long-

running saga to ɲnd secure premises for this local GP 

surgery. ϥ support Bishopston and Ashley Down 

branchɅs campaign for the Clinical Commissioning 

Group to ensure patients can still access a local GP 

appointment. ϥ will be monitoring this transition very 

closely to make sure that neighbouring surgeries are 

able to cope with the increased number of patients. 

BRϥSTOL CREDϥT UNϥON 

ϥ recently visited Bristol 

Credit Union to learn 

more about the work they 

do to support our local 

community. ϥ enjoyed 

learning about the work 

the Credit Union does to 

provide a practical and aϜordable alternative to 

consumer lending and credit, and the support they 

give to local businesses and charities. 

Reshaping our economy means making conscious 

choices about where we invest our ɲnances, and 

supporting ɲnancial services which work for the 

beneɲt for working families. ϥf you are looking to open 

a new bank account, ϥ recommend becoming a 

customer with the credit union - they are a not-for-

proɲt co-operative, and they help lots of working 

people by providing aϜordable terms for their 

services. 

https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/16/the-government-must-take-responsibility-for-delivering-lgbt-inclusive-education/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/16/the-government-must-take-responsibility-for-delivering-lgbt-inclusive-education/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/07/16/the-government-must-take-responsibility-for-delivering-lgbt-inclusive-education/
https://www.facebook.com/debbonaire/posts/723897084698134?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARCixkpE_WDsqFtnOsY7JAh9OMNX0jflUF5bQ2EDERYeL5jCY30IkCKNKjwfMiwLAdJa5-C2kIYtGOxleZR7A_QIkH_eLV-Kdh0i_bZx74Hd3Sl6ZKlYqRx2NrskLqQv5sntEDz46L9EmeqWb3irOnEVhXAi8e7-JNNR70lAbkqgxxRRvN4NgIK
https://www.facebook.com/debbonaire/posts/723897084698134?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARCixkpE_WDsqFtnOsY7JAh9OMNX0jflUF5bQ2EDERYeL5jCY30IkCKNKjwfMiwLAdJa5-C2kIYtGOxleZR7A_QIkH_eLV-Kdh0i_bZx74Hd3Sl6ZKlYqRx2NrskLqQv5sntEDz46L9EmeqWb3irOnEVhXAi8e7-JNNR70lAbkqgxxRRvN4NgIK

