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February has been a tumultuous month –for politics, for the Labour 

Party and for the country. The date of our proposed departure from 

the European Union seems more uncertain even as the original 

deadline of 29 March draws ever closer. And our country remains as 

divided as ever. 

I was elected as the Labour MP for Bristol West in 2015, re-elected in 

2017, and I am doing everything in my power to shine a light on this 

incompetent and callous Tory government, to oppose its pernicious 

policies and to help get it voted out of office at the earliest 

opportunity. And I will continue to do so. 

In that spirit, the focus of my work this month has once again been 

Brexit, helping communication between Jeremy Corbyn, the Shadow 

Cabinet and other Labour MPs. And as I write, we have achieved a 

major success in convincing the government and parliament to resolve to avoid a catastrophic no-deal Brexit.  

And this month Jeremy and members of the Shadow Cabinet confirmed that if Parliament did not accept our 

alternative Brexit demands (which were defeated in a vote this Wednesday evening), then the party would put 

forward or support amendments in favour of a public vote to prevent a damaging Tory Brexit or a no-deal 

outcome. For further details, see my Brexit report on page 2. 

But once again, it is important not to lose sight of other pressing issues in Parliament and in Bristol that 

deserve attention alongside Brexit. On page 3 you can read about my other work in Parliament this month, 

including my calls for flexible, affordable and high-quality childcare; my reminders of the governmentɅs 

responsibility towards Shemima Begum and her newborn child (now stateless in a Syrian refugee camp) and 

the need to reform the culture and values of the Department for Work and Pensions. 

In Bristol I have invited suggestions for local charity projects that I can fundraise for when I run the London 

Marathon on 28 April. You can vote for your preferred charity until midnight on Saturday 2 March on my 

website. I have also discussed my commitment to protecting our precious environment from climate change 

and my work to find sustainable and safe transport solutions for the many pedestrians and cyclists in Bristol 

West. Read all about this on page 4. 

Finally, you can read about the casework my team and I have helped with this month. In addition to 

representing you in Parliament, MPs do a significant amount of work helping constituents with individual 

problems—from accessing benefits to immigration. You can find more information about the range of issues 

we have helped people with this month on page 5. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. As always, I am keen to hear your views! You can contact 

me via email at thangam.debbonaire.mp@parliament.uk. And you can keep up to date with what IɅm doing on 

behalf of Bristol West via my website, my Facebook page, and on 

Twitter. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 

LABOUR SUPPORTS A PUBLIC VOTE  

As I write, the situation with Brexit is turbulent. Following ParliamentɅs rejection of 

Theresa MayɅs deal in January, the Prime Minister has stated another vote on a 

proposed deal will take place on 12th March. If this is not passed, then she has 

said that MPs will be able to vote to seek an extension of the Article 50 process. 

This promise was secured by an amendment from Yvette Cooper, which forces 

the government to hold votes on seeking an extension to Article 50 on 13 and 14 

March. I was proud to help rally support for this amendment, which passed by 502 votes to 20. 

The Commons also voted for an amendment by Alberto Costa MP, which seeks to ensure the rights of EU 

citizens from other countries, and UK citizens living within the EU, in the event of a no-deal Brexit. 

The Labour PartyɅs motion for the government to seek a deal that meets the five demands Jeremy Corbyn put 

to Theresa May last month was defeated. In line with our conference policy, the party then announced we 

would seek a public vote to avoid a calamitous no deal or a damaging Tory Brexit. If (and it is still an ɄifɅ) we 

secure this vote, I will of course be campaigning for us to remain in the European Union, 

JOIN US TO CAMPAIGN FOR A LABOUR GOVERNMENT 

The chaos this Tory government have inflicted on the country 

should convince us all that we need a Labour government as 

soon as possible. But we can only achieve that by maintaining our 

contact with voters, listening to their concerns, and convincing 

them that our principles and vision can bring the country 

together. This month I travelled to Plymouth to join Labour 

members to campaign for Charlotte Holloway. We must win seats 

like Plymouth Moor View if we are to form a Labour government 

after the election. 

We knock on doors all year round in Bristol, and full training is provided if youɅve never campaigned before. So 

come and join us. I hope to meet you on the campaign trail soon. 

Bishopston and Ashley Down: Saturdays, 11am-1pm, meeting at Sainsburys 

on the corner of Gloucester Road and Longmead Avenue 

Redland: Sundays, 3-5pm, meet at Sainsburys on the junction of Gloucester 

Road and Elton Road 

AshleyΥ  First Saturday of the month—2pm, SainsburyɅs Local, 2-4 Gloucester 

Road, BS7 8AE 

 - Second Saturday of the month— 1pm, Mina Road Post Office, BS2 9XW 

 - Third Friday of the month—1pm, The Star and Garter, 33 Brook Road, 

BS6 5LR 

 - Fourth Friday of the month—1pm, St PaulɅs Learning Centre, 94 Grosvenor Road, BS2 8XJ 

BREXIT SECTION 

Also this month I: 

¶ Condemned the government for their irresponsible management of legislation as the date for our 

proposed departure from the EU draws near. There are hundreds of small pieces of legislation known as 

Ʉstatutory instrumentsɅ that need to be scrutinised, voted on, and translated into British law, and the 

government simply have not given parliament sufficient time to do this.  

¶ Rebuked the Solicitor General for, on the one hand, dismissing the Labour front benchɅs suggestions for 

how to resolve his governmentɅs Northern Ireland backdrop as Ʉa comment from the sidelinesɅ, while on 

the other hand suggesting it is in LabourɅs gift to find a solution. I gently reminded him that he cannot 

have it both ways. 

¶ Met with the Clifton Business Improvement District to discuss the possible impacts for businesses in 

Bristol. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-07/debates/52A7F2E0-EE62-42D2-B8D3-0CFF9266365E/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-388ECA0F-A192-46BE-A0D9-9B2B2F3ED0A4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-19/debates/31EE008D-3A98-47FF-8CFB-443FBA2A0E74/NorthernIrelandBackstop#contribution-55A78339-2939-4805-9716-D66E72087CC8


IN PARLIAMENT 

UK CAN’T ABDICATE 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

SHEMIMA BEGUM AND 

HER CHILD 

It is absolutely right that 

those who travel abroad 

to join terrorist 

organisations are brought to justice. But that justice 

depends on states taking responsibility for their 

citizensɅ actions, not seeking to render them stateless. 

I raised this point in the House of Commons, and in 

particular pointed out that whatever Shemima Begum 

might have done—still unknown—she remains a UK 

Citizen. We should certaintly seek to protect and 

safeguard her newborn baby, born in a refugee camp, 

who is entirely innocent. 

SCHOOLS NEED FUNDING, 

NOT MORE EFFICIENCY 

ADVICE 

I challenged the government 

this month when they proposed 

to introduce Ʉefficiency advisorsɅ 

to save schools money. Schools 

across Bristol West lament that there are simply no 

more efficiencies that they can make. Support staff 

are being cut, curricula are being narrowed and 

schools are fighting so hard to prevent cuts harming 

studentsɅ education. 

Schools donɅt need advice about procurement policies. 

They need fair funding to meet their needs. IɅll keep 

calling on the government to get their act together 

and deliver it. 

DEMANDING AFFORDABLE, FLEXIBLE AND HIGH QUALITY 

CHILDCARE 

Affordable, flexible and high-quality childcare is good for our children, 

good for family finances, and good for our economy. Yet parents and 

early-year childcare providers in Bristol West tell me that the current 

system is not working. Nurseries tell me how strained their budgets are, 

and parents tell me that provision is too expensive, patchy and 

inflexible.  

So throughout this month I have been calling on the government to 

recognise the value of accessible and high quality childcare, and to do more to make it meet parents needs.  

Childcare in the UK is too expensive, and I highlighted in parliament the disastrous effect this has on gender 

equality. According to the OECD, if you live in the UK, have two children and both you and your partner are in 

work, you can expect to spend up to 55% of your income on childcare costs. Whereas in Germany, Sweden and 

Iceland you can expect to pay 5%.  

But to improve the availability of childcare, we need to make sure providers are properly funded. I joined 

dozens of MPs last month in presenting petitions in parliament on behalf of state-maintained nurseries in 

Bristol West. I also pointed out in a debate on disadvantage in early years that proper funding of the suppliers 

of childcare will help parents access the flexible childcare they might need not only to work, but to attend job 

interviews or training.  

Affordable childcare benefits us all. ThatɅs why IɅll keep fighting for fair funding and for better provision. 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 

¶ I worked with Labour MPs to try and vote down the 

Mental Capacity Amendment Bill. I am concerned 

about impacts on peopleɅs rights and liberty. 

¶ I raised the importance of social media in 

spreading positive information about health to 

young people. 

¶ I challenged the government to reconsider the 

decision to exclude refugees seeking to be reunited 

with family members from civic legal aid. 

¶ I attended a meeting of the All Party Parliamentary 

Group on Nuclear Disarmament. 

CHANGING THE CULTURE 

OF THE DWP 

Actions and their 

consequences flow from 

values. The DWP now 

admits it owes more than 

£328 million to over 3,000 

people, who were 

underpaid when their 

benefits were switched from Incapacity Benefit to 

Employment Support Allowance (ESA). I believe this is 

down to a culture of disbelief in the DWP and I 

challenged the minister in Parliament to improve the 

values at the heart of the department. 

https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/19/the-uk-cannot-ignore-its-responsiblity-to-shemima-begum-and-her-child/
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IN BRISTOL 

REDLAND 

GREEN SCHOOL 

VISIT 

I make visiting 

schools my 

priority when I 

am not in 

parliament. In 

February I 

visited Redland 

Green school to meet with school management, and 

speak to students from Year 7 through to the sixth 

form. The staff told me of their determination to 

retain high education standards in the face of funding 

cuts. They also highlighted how cuts to other public 

services, like mental health support and the police, 

put strain on schools.  

I then spoke with Year 7 students in their assembly 

and took a flurry of questions about my role as an 

MP. Many of the students talking about the 

importance of tackling climate change—I agree with 

them wholeheartedly. I then spoke to sixth form 

students about the importance of young people 

engaging with politics.  

FIGHTING FOR OUR 

FUTURE 

ENVIRONMENT 

Climate change is 

the most pressing 

danger facing our 

planet. IɅm proud to 

represent a 

constituency that 

recognises the scale 

and the urgency of 

this crisis. From 

campaigning for 

better air quality, to 

reducing plastic pollution, to urging the government 

to support renewable energy production, protecting 

our environment has always been one of my political 

priorities. And judging by the scale of the Youth Strike 

4 Climate protest on 15 February, thatɅs a priority that 

is shared many across Bristol West.  

I will keep championing environmental causes in 

Parliament, and fully support Bristol City CouncilɅs 

commitment to become carbon neutral by 2020. In 

the face of imminent climate and environmental 

catastrophe, urgent political action is required. 

LONDON MARATHON—WHO SHOULD I FUNDRAISE FOR? 

IɅm running the London Marathon on 28 April, so between now and then you may 

well see me in my running gear in Bristol as I train. IɅm keen to use this 

opportunity to raise funds for a project in Bristol, and after receiving hundreds of 

suggestions, I have narrowed the shortlist down to three: a new MRI machine to 

specialise in breast scanning at the Bristol Breast Care Centre at Southmead 

Hospital; support groups for young children whose parents are alcoholics and 

drug users; or new wildlife habitats encouraging plants and animals in Bristol. 

BUST (Breast cancer Unit Support Trust), BDP (Bristol Drugs Project) and Avon 

Wildlife Trust all do incredible work here in Bristol and IɅd be honoured to help 

support and raise awareness of them on 28 April. 

You can vote for the project youɅd like me to raise money for on my website at 

https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/02/15/marathon-shortlist/. You can also read more details about 

what each project. Voting closes at midnight on Saturday 2 March. 

SAFETY FOR CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS IN BRISTOL 

Did you know that if you live in Bristol West you are more likely to travel on foot than 

any other constituency in the country? And we come 7th in terms of the percentage of 

the population who commute by bike? 

IɅm proud to represent a city where walking and cycling are so central to our transport 

(especially given the number of hills in the city!) but IɅm concerned that when weɅre 

developing infrastructure to accommodate this demand, that safety for both 

pedestrians and cyclists is paramount. 

I recently met with a number of local transport groups including SUSTRANS, the Bristol Walking Alliance and 

the Bristol Cycling Campaign. Following a surgery appointment with a constituent with a visual impairment 

who explained the barriers he faces when walking in the city centre from unsafe cycling, I was keen to ensure 

that campaigning that calls for additional infrastructure to support cycling and walking is designed to be 

inclusive from the start. I want everyone to be able to use and enjoy BristolɅs public space safely. 

https://www.facebook.com/BristolBreathingBetter/
https://www.facebook.com/LetsStopPlasticPollution/
FIGHTING%20FOR%20OUR%20FUTURE%20ENVIRONMENT
http://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/02/15/marathon-shortlist/


CASEWORK REVIEW 

FEBRUARY 2019 

In February we had 52 new enquiries – 25% immigration and 30% housing and miscellaneous local 

government issues. An increasing amount of time is spent dealing with Bristol City Council on behalf of 

constituents. We have a growing caseload relating to abandoned vehicles, anti-social behaviour and van 

dwellers. 

 

Thangam was able to offer telephone surgeries to several constituents this month who wished to discuss a 

variety of policy and casework issues including employment rights for people with long term illnesses such as 

cancer, private tenancy problems and HMRCɅs Loan Charge policy. We continue to have a high demand for 

surgery appointments and both the March and April appointments are fully booked. 

 

CASEWORK SUCCESSES 

¶ successfully supporting a constituent with a review of a visit visa refusal 

¶ assisting a vulnerable, elderly constituent in getting his phone line reinstated 

¶ following up on delays obtaining a replacement Biomedical Residence Permit which was affecting a 

constituentɅs ability to work 

¶ supporting constituents with a variety of welfare benefit claims including personal independence 

payment and universal credit 

¶ following up on delays with Security Industry Authority licence applications and Disclosure Barring 

Service checks  

¶ successfully supporting a motherɅs visa application for her 13 year old son in Sri Lanka who she had been 

separated from for 4 years 

¶ supporting the re-housing of a disabled person to suitable adapted accommodation 

MEDIA REVIEW 

This month: 

¶ ě í±"Ⱥɔȉ±| ĜƖ aak Ȉ"|Ĝƶ ̡̃ȡ Yesterday in Parliament. 

¶ The Guardian wrote about Labour support in Bristol 

West. 

¶ My fundraising campaign for the London Marathon 

was covered by ITV News and Bristol Post. 

¶ I appeared on ITV News to discuss Brexit 

(unfortunately not online).  

¶ I was part of a group publishing a letter in the 

Guardian, calling for the newspaper to take a better 

±|ĜȺƶȉĜ"Ŵ ȡȺ"Ɩl± ʞĊ±Ɩ lƶʘ±ȉĜƖô ȺĊ± ̂ʞ"ȉ ƶƖ |ȉɔôȡ̃˱ 

¶ I also co-authored an article on the need for more 

compassion in politics, alongside MPs from other 

parties. This was published in The House magazine 

and PoliticsHome. 

¶ Last but not least, I was 

photographed for a Royal 

Mail campaign promoting 

new stamps. These feature 

ų±ƶƖ"ȉ|ƶ |" ʗĜƖlĜ̃ȡ "ȉȺʞƶȉŦ 

on display at the Bristol 

Museum (pictured). 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0002m2f
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2019/feb/10/bristol-students-betrayed-labour-corbyn-brexit
https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2019-02-15/bristol-west-mp-lets-public-decide-which-local-charity-will-benefit-from-marathon-proceeds/
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/choose-charity-bristol-mp-thangam-2557118
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