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February has been a-ftoumuwlotluausc smo rftqg

Party and for the country. The dat g Hepa
the European Union seems more uncer bri g
deadline of 29 March draws ever ; ry
divided as ever.

I was elected as the Labour -eMR cftoerd D 15,
2017, and | am doing everything a |
i ncompetent and callous Tory gover s p
policies and to help get it voted he e
opportunity. And | wil!/ continue

In that spirit, the focus of my w bnce
Brexit, hel ping communication bet we n,Jthe
Cabinet and other Labour MPs. And as | write, avp ac
maj or success in convincing the government anddealrl|Brpanein
And this month Jeremy and members of the Shadow Cabipet
alternative exit demands (which were defeated in afJvot
forward or support amendments in favour of a publlleiad pote
outcome. For further details, see my Brexit report oh pa
But once again, it is important not to | ose sight of]Joth
deserve attention alongside Brexit. On page 3 you cah re
including my calls for fqueaxliibtlye ,h c haiflfdocradraeb;l emya nrdeAmiingdhgr s
responsibility towards Shemima Begum and her newborn] chi
the need to reform the culture and values of the Depphrtm
I n Bristol I have invited suggestions for | ocal char|jty
Mar at hon on 28 April. You can vote forSayeudapr @f d¢arefph ofm

webs.i tle have also discussed my commitment to protectilng
and my work to find sustainable and safe transport splut

West. Read all about this on page 4.

Finally, you can read about the casework my team and] !l h
representing you in Parliament, MPs do a significant] amo
probl-efmsom accessing benefits to immigration. You can fi.

we have helped people with this month on page 5.

Thank you for taking the time to read this newslettef. A
me vi a édrhainlgaan. debbonaire. mp@&pdr yoamean. kleep uwp dtoo ndga toen

behal f of Bringtwéh Weasaéc evbicao k padeon

Twitter. L\ ; .
o cut N
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https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/02/15/marathon-shortlist/
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IN PARLIAMENT

LABOUR SUPPORTS A PUBLIC VOTE

As | write, the situation with BAexikfek Fol |
TheresA HNawnl in January, the Prime Mini ed a
proposed deal will take place on 12th i s
said that MPs wil| be able to vote to s on
This promise was secured by an amendmen : el Coo
the government to hold votes on seeking an S nfto
Mar c h. I was proud to help rally support for this ampndn
The Commons also voted for an amendment by Al berto Cpsta
citizens from other countries, and UK cideaén8rlkexvinp wi
The Labohir mBaitonm for the government to seek a deal tfhat
to Theresa May | ast month was defeated. I'n Iine with]jour
would seek a public vote to avoid a calamitous Wogedehpl o]
secure this vote, I owi || of course be campaigning fo us

BREXIT SECTION

Al so this month |:

i Condemned the goveirrnrmesmmgirbltdﬂerinanaqamenheoﬂategilsra
proposed departure from the EU draws near. There re
Wtatutory iAnhsatr umeend st o be scrutinised, voted on, and
government simply have not given parliament sufci g¢nt

i Rebuked the Sofioci,ton Gheewowal hand, di s miAs siurgg etsh P olne
how to resol ve AhiMNorgtohveerrm merngl @ndommehktdr 6 p o amAdwhiel e]i adre |
the other hand suggAsgihg to fedia kEabaouron. Il geptly
have it both ways.

i Met with the Clifton Business |I mprovement Distric t o
Bristol

JOIN US TO CAMPAIGN FOR A LABOUR GOVERNMENT

The chaos this Tory government Coun

should convince us all that we e nt

soon as possible. But we can onlg nt a

contact with voters, l' i stening - 1 co

them that our principles and vi bhntr
together. This month | travell ed& Lab

members to campaign for Charlotte . Vi n

Il i ke Pl ymouth Moor View if we are to L bver

after the election.

We knock on doors all year round i n Brei snteovle,r acnadmpfau lgln etdr

come and join us. I hope to meet you on the campaignjtra

Bishopston and AshleyDown:Sat ur dayslpmllanmeti ng at._ = “,,k;ur y s

on the corner of Gloucester Road and Lg ¥ gl e

Redland:Su nd a yssp,m,3 meet at Sainsburys on )yl GI c

Road and EIlIton Road

AshleyYFi r st Sat ur day2pof, tShae Amnsdmtedy| Gl o2u c

Road, BS7 B8AE
-Second Satur day—1lopfm,t hMi nmao nRohad Pos't w
-Third Friday—bpfm,t hTeh emonttahr and Garter, 33 Brook Rpad,

BS6 5LR

-Fourth Friday—lpfm,t I5¢A MHenairhni ng Centre, 94 Grosvenpr R



https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-07/debates/52A7F2E0-EE62-42D2-B8D3-0CFF9266365E/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-388ECA0F-A192-46BE-A0D9-9B2B2F3ED0A4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-19/debates/31EE008D-3A98-47FF-8CFB-443FBA2A0E74/NorthernIrelandBackstop#contribution-55A78339-2939-4805-9716-D66E72087CC8

IN PARLIAMENT

DEMANDING AFFORDABLE, FLEXIBLE AND HIGH QUALITY
CHILDCARE

Af ordabl e, f exqgiuballei tayndc hhiilgdhcar e i s

good for family fnances, and good f YEt p
earylegar childcare providers in Brisg tfhat
system is not working. Nurseries t¢{ ep th
and parents tell me that provision pat
i nfexible.

So throughout this month | have been calling on tne pove
recognise the value of accessible and high quality cphild
Childcare in the UKILi siitghho ie@hpendsiwnepaandament the dfi sas
equa.l iAgcor dignegCitfo ywchee | i ve in the UK, have two chil djr en
work, you can expect to spend up to 55% of your income o
|l cel and you can expect to pay 5%.

But to improve the availability of c¢childcare, we neefd to
dozens of MPs plraesste nmoinntgh pient i t iooan ® eihm | fraaciffn tsariameed nurfer i
Bristol West . I al so pointed out in a debate on disafPvan
of chil dicealrpe pwairlelnt s access the fexinlte onlhiyl doa we rtkh ¢y umi

interviews or training.

Af ordabl e childcareAbelgflkeeps faglhlt.i nghdtor fair funding &

UK CAN'T ABDICATE SCHOOLS NEED FUNDING,
RESPONSIBILITY FOR NOT MORE EFFICIENCY

SHEMIMA BEGUM AND ADVICE
HER CHILD f Jlchall enged the
I't is absolut “ra]t hi s nmwhretnh t hey
those who tra to inteBddueacy
to join terrorist to save schools mone hjool s
organi sations are brought Jacrjosst BcestBUt Welsat | amenit f ¢ ha
depends on states taking rjemepeneif oi leinty esott haheitthey Jcan
citi/menisons, not seeking tlarreemee mgt tam,stcatrelieuud.a afj e b
I raised this point i,n andejsienboo®e sofar€@ommgdnhs ng so harjd to
particular pointed out thalstwla&dadtusceat iSchre.mi ma Begum
m!g_ht ha-v—s:tldlolneu—rsmreowmma_l N3 c ﬁoorﬁs deed advice abqut br oc
Citizen. We shoul d certalntl_ Y, t protfect.a %

h ed air und|n§ t bejpet
safeguard her newborn babyj, lP r n a refu%ee camp

] . . c a |ng on the governmenht o g

who is entirely innocent. . .

and deliver it
CHANGING THE CULTURE OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS IN PARLIAMENT
OF THE DWP )

T 1 wor ked with Labour MPs Jto
Actions and th Ment al Capacity IAmemdamemdle Bri e
consequences f about i mpacths winghpteo pdmred [l i be
values. The D _ ]
admits it owe 11 ra|sgd t he !m_port_ance qf fs'
£328 million 00 spreading positive informpati
people, who wer young people.
underpaid when their T 1 challenged theegonei dengnt he

benefts were switched fron Ignecaipsaicdnt Yt oBeeNx@chliukdied g etfou dpeee sr
Empl oyment Support AIIowancewi(tEhSAf)amiHybenheinebveerst htirsom Pci v
down to a culture of disbellief in the DWP and I
challenged the minister in|TPardtitaenfetherd 13 Menfplrioh% Otfhetfhe
values at the heart of the|l d®po%%P nfehtNucl ear Disarmarpent



https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/19/the-uk-cannot-ignore-its-responsiblity-to-shemima-begum-and-her-child/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/04/efficiencies-will-not-solve-the-school-funding-crisis/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/04/efficiencies-will-not-solve-the-school-funding-crisis/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/20/the-government-must-recognise-the-benefits-of-affordable-flexible-and-high-quality-childcare/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/20/the-government-must-recognise-the-benefits-of-affordable-flexible-and-high-quality-childcare/
https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/PF3_4_Childcare_support.pdf
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/in-parliament/2019/02/06/government-incompetence-may-force-valuable-nursery-schools-to-close/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-07/debates/9926E7D3-8972-40A9-9B8F-009BC7E73134/TacklingDisadvantageInTheEarlyYears#contribution-AA0D1D26-8A4D-40AD-87D3-C51AE528A6EF
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/02/13/why-i-voted-against-the-mental-capacity-amendment-bill/
https://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/02/13/why-i-voted-against-the-mental-capacity-amendment-bill/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-07/debates/0A1AA4EE-6700-4B16-B69E-9E9077590629/SocialMediaAndScreenUseYoungPeople%E2%80%99SHealth#contribution-BA65DC07-F8DC-4577-BC95-AE0F4C7C1214
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-07/debates/4DA42C96-95DE-47EC-AC36-2CE5D26D9DE2/LegalAidPost-ImplementationReview#contribution-2728CB90-0255-4CD4-A99F-02C67CFDAA39
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-02-07/debates/4DA42C96-95DE-47EC-AC36-2CE5D26D9DE2/LegalAidPost-ImplementationReview#contribution-2728CB90-0255-4CD4-A99F-02C67CFDAA39

IN BRISTOL

LONDON MARATHON—WHO SHOULD | FUNDRAISE FOR?

M running the London Marathon on 28 April ~twedgn no

well see me in my runnindgn keaem it Brsies tt dli n I

opportunity to raise funds for a project , ] and

suggestions, I have narrowed the shortlis three

specialise in breast scanning at the Bri t [Car e

Hospital; support groups for young chil dis paf ent

drug users; or new wildlife habitats enc | apt s

BUST (Breast cancer Unit Support Trust), t o Dr

Wildlife Trust all do incrMdbbl Powouked to an

support and raise awareness of them on

You can vote foN th&epmej eéotrnose money for on y welpbsit

htt www./debbonaire.co.uk/ bl ogh20196G2d48/ ambsathead molre c

what each project. Voting closes at midnight on Satufpday

REDLAND FIGHTING FOR OUR

GREEN SCHOOL FUTURE

VISIT ENVIRONMENT

I make vi Climate chang

school s the most pres

priority danger facings‘

am not i pl anmtproud I3

parl i ament . represent a

February | constituenc)y

visited Redl and recogni ses

Green school to meet with Jasacldoohemanag

speak to students from Yealt ht storosgls. h

form. The staf told me of Jcheprai dei egmif oat

retain high education stanldaetderi ma, theuiadceyo fundifpg

cuts. They also highlighteldebowi agt 9l agtboechendputl omfp go

services, l' i ke ment al heallt s upwppdr tr eanredv atbhl e peoieir @éy ejetr ion

put strain on school s. our environment has al ways|] bee

I then spoke with Year 7 s lﬁ'ﬁ?n é'ies'thb‘?idrjggsqér?\ |£y .the

and took a furry of quest|4n :'F\]tgngltjt #l)corglsé 2023 r.elerya

t ol

MP . Many of the students talsklngreboantane/hgcross rhs

i mportance of tack+l nggrcd émaitméenN ¢th&meg@e championing enjviro

them whol eheartedly. | thelPaspolhemend, siaxdhfudd m sApplort

students about the i mportajcoemot mpoatngopbepgploene car bojn ne

engaging with politics. the face of imminent cl i maJte a
catastrophe, urgent politifcal

SAFETY FOR CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS IN BRISTOL

Did you know that if you Ilive in Bristol

any other constituency in the country? And

the popul ation who commute by bike?

MM proud to represent a city where wal king

(especially given the nunmnibeconderhndd stfent

devel oping infrastructure to accommodat e

pedestrians and cyclists is paramount.

I recently met with a number of |l ocal transport groufps i

the Bristol Cycling Campaign. Following a surgery appoin

who explained the barriers he faces when walking in fkhe

that campaigning that calls for additional infrastrufgtur

inclusive from the start. I want evArpubéitosbacabbaIfeby



https://www.facebook.com/BristolBreathingBetter/
https://www.facebook.com/LetsStopPlasticPollution/
FIGHTING%20FOR%20OUR%20FUTURE%20ENVIRONMENT
http://www.debbonaire.co.uk/blog/2019/02/15/marathon-shortlist/

CASEWORK REVIEW

FEBRUARY 2019

Breakdown of Cases by Type

M Local Government M Crime, civil law, justice and rights
Asylum, immigration and nationality Il Health services and medicine

W HMRC M Education

M Social Security and pensions W Housing and planning
Agriculture, animals, food and rural affairs Il Social services and social care

M Transport W Business, industry and consumers

European Union

In February we had2%Zmmiw reantqiuointr iaensd 3 0% housing and |mi s

government iissues. An increasing amount of time is spent
constituents. We have a growing casel-oadi alel la¢g h aagi dwr] adbm
dwel |l er s.

Thangam was able to ofer telephone surgeries to sevef]al

variety of policy and casework issues including empl py me

cancer, private tenansS&yLpaobCkekaasganpdoHMKREL. We continge t

surgery appointments and both the March and April appoin

CASEWORK SUCCESSES

1 successfully supporting a constituent with a revigw o

1 assisting a vulnerable, elderly constituent in geitin

1 foll owing up on del ays obtaining a replacement Bi me d
const iAt uvaebnitl ity to worKk

1 supporting constituents with a variety of welfare]ben
payment and universal credit

1 foll owing up on delays with Security I ndustry AutBRori
Service checks

1 successfully supApowitda gapp lmodateiron for her 13 year] ol c
separated from for 4 years

1 supporti nhgoutshiengr eof a di sabl ed person to suitable Jadap

MEDIA REVIEW +| GAzT G"W dA" I 1 £ 3C+1 | zd@=+7 Gl

This month: 1 | also co-authored an article on the need for more

9 & {+" Kol | Glestar@gakin Patlidm@t , ~ ¢ompassion in politics, alongside MPs from other

1 The Guardian wrote about Labour support in Bristol parties. This was published in The House magazine
West. and PoliticsHome.
Last but not least, | was
photographed for a Royal
Mail campaign promoting
new stamps. These feature
yzzl "7 1z |" ¢
T lwas part of a group publishing a letter in the on display at the Bristol
Guardian, calling for the newspaper to take a better Museum (pictured).

T My fundraising campaign for the London Marathon T
was covered by TV Newsand Bristol Post.

1 | appeared on ITV News to discuss Brexit
(unfortunately not online).



https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0002m2f
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2019/feb/10/bristol-students-betrayed-labour-corbyn-brexit
https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2019-02-15/bristol-west-mp-lets-public-decide-which-local-charity-will-benefit-from-marathon-proceeds/
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/choose-charity-bristol-mp-thangam-2557118
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/15/the-war-on-drugs-is-causing-great-damage
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/15/the-war-on-drugs-is-causing-great-damage
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/government-and-public-sector/house/house-magazine/101870/cross-party-mps-lets-make
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/government-and-public-sector/house/house-magazine/101870/cross-party-mps-lets-make

